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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton received a significant donation from ‘Pack a Bag for a 

Friend’ — a group that works all year to pack presents into knapsacks so that others can have a 

bag of gifts on Christmas. The pack-a-bag-elves are gathered here with adult organizers Jane 

Miller (left) and Denise Mulé (right, holding child). 

 

Holiday magic works in mysterious ways at least that’s what Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton 

has discovered this year.  

With more requests for help and support from families than any other year, the non-profit 

organization received a significant donation from ‘Pack a Bag for a Friend’ — a group that 

works all year to pack presents into knapsacks so that others can have a bag of gifts on 

Christmas.  

Denise and Peter Mulé, their five children and their 94-year-old Aunt Dorothy, along with 27 

children, ages one to 18, dubbed themselves Pack A Bag for a Friend. With the assistance of the 

Optimist Club of Milton, family and friends, the group donated 225 knapsacks filled with gifts to 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton. It’s part of a larger donation of 540 knapsacks (200 girls, 200 

boys, 100 women and 50 men) that the group distributed to St. Vincent de Paul and Southside 

Church.  



Inside the backpacks are pajamas, socks, hats, scarves and slippers, many of them hand-knitted 

by ladies belonging to a seniors’ group. The child backpacks also contain a stuffed animal, toy, a 

reading and activity book.  

The magic of this donation is a year in the making, according to Susan Coyne, resource 

development manager with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton. She explained that Denise 

previously ran a local daycare and the 27 children and their families are involved at each stage of 

this special initiative.  

The children from the previous daycare range in age from to 2 to 18 years of age, and have been 

part of Denise’s life for more than 15 years. Each week, all children donate $1 to the cause. 

Many of them earn the $1 through home chores. They also approach their extended families who 

contribute financially as well.  

During the year, the children come in on weekends or PA Days to volunteer on the initiative.  

In the fall, a shopping trip is planned and each child has the opportunity to hand-pick the toy that 

will go inside a child from their age group’s knapsack.  

“As a mentoring agency, Big Brothers Big Sisters really appreciates the message Denise is 

imparting year round,” said Coyne. “We truly understand the power of positive role modeling 

knowing that the lessons learned today help build stronger, more vibrant communities of 

tomorrow. Denise and Peter say they’re grateful to each and every one of their donors and 

supporters and wish them all a “Merry Christmas.”  

The goal for next year has already been set, with an additional 120 backpacks being added to the 

540 already being distributed. Local organizations or individuals wishing to join this group of 

elves can reach Denise at packabag@bell.net. 
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